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Looking east through Monocacy Creek Park 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This project was initiated based on a pressing local perception regarding A shortage of parking spaces for Bath Borough 
residents. The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission agreed to dedicate 12 months to a ‘Bath Multimodal Safety + Parking 
Analysis’, which is to be divided into two phases. 

During Phase I, the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission held meetings with Bath Borough management and Pennsylvania 
Department Of Transportation District 5, presented to Bath Council, followed by a public survey, and conducted in-depth 
research regarding the existing situation of a roughly 1-square mile ‘study area’ centered on the Borough’s downtown. 
This document presents the results of the analysis in Phase I through representations of data gathered in relation to 
various elements comprising the physical road network as well as statistics regarding the patterns of its usage and a 
general profile of the Borough and its users. 

The study reveals several layers of potential influence, not just on parking capacity, but on the efficiency of the Borough’s 
overall transportation network and, consequently, the safety of current and future users who wish to use it through a 
variety of modes. 

Phase 2 of the project will be dedicated to the development of realistic and implementable strategies or interventions that 
will aim to achieve three key goals which have been determined as particularly relevant in the context of the Borough and 
are identified as follows:  

 SAFETY FOR ALL USERS (including pedestrians, cyclists and drivers)

 ADEQUATE PARKING + CONNECTIVITY FOR ALL USERS (whether residents,   
          commuters through the Borough, businesses, students, etc.) 

 PREPARATION FOR FUTURE GROWTH OF THE BOROUGH (including the anticipated  
 growth of vehicle traffic in the coming decades, new businesses that may be attracted through mixed use zoning,  
 and growth due to connectivity of the Nor-Bath trail network) 

These goals are in line with Lehigh Valley Planning Commission policies related to multimodalism, safety, mobility, access 
and connectivity.
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LOCATION
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BOROUGH PROFILE
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Looking south at Route 512 from Northampton Street
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* U.S. Census Bureau Data unless otherwise noted
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*American Community Survey Five-Year Estimate, U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 **Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Bath Borough Survey, 2017
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*American Community Survey Five-Year Estimate, U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 **Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Bath Borough Survey, 2017
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PLANNING + POLICIES
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Looking north on Route 987 from the Nor-Bath trail head entrance.
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PROPOSED PARKING HISTORIC DISTRICT
OVERLAY DISTRICT

This zoning amendment proposed by Bath Borough would 
encourage more mixed-uses to concentrate in the downtown 
area with the intent of potentially increasing and densifying 
commercial activity. 

This district (amended in April 2017) intends to promote edu-
cational, cultural and economic opportunities through preser-
vation, protection and regulation of buildings, structures and 
areas of historic importance in the Borough. These benefits 
include strengthening stimulation to the tourist industry, im-
provement of property values and the fostering of civic pride.  
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STREET FEATURES +
CHARACTERISTICS
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The southern section of W. Main Street between Walnut Street and Chestnut Street
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Sample architectural style found in the 
historic district
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STREET USAGE
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W. Northampton Street looking toward its intersection with Walnut Street
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Data Sources
 Bath Borough
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